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increased. At first it seemed that the South might
divide in politics as before the war, but the longer
the delay the more the Southern whites tended to
unite into one party acting with the Democrats.
With their eighty-five representatives and a slight
reaction in the North, they might gain control of
the lower House of Congress. The Union-Repub-
lican party had a majority of less than one hundred
in 1866 and this was lessened slightly in the For-
tieth Congress. The President was for all practi-
cal purposes a Democrat again. The prospect was
too much for the very human politicians to view
without distress. Stevens, speaking in support of
the Military Reconstruction Bill, said:

There are several good reasons for the passage of this
bill.   In the first place, it is just.   I am now confining
my argument to negro suffrage in the rebel States.
Have not loyal blacks quite as good a right to choose
rulers and make laws as rebel whites?   In the second
place, it is necessary in order to protect the loyal white
men in the seceded States.  With them the blacks would
act in a body, and it is believed that in each of these
States, except one, the two united would form a major-
ity, control the States, and protect themselves.   Now
they are the victims of daily murder.  They must suffer
Constant persecution or be exiled. Another good reason
3 that it would insure the ascendency of the union
>arty. ...   I believe . . . that  on  the  continued